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Udf'lil1t4trfl
fhe Basic Steps to Picture-TakingWhat 's a l l  th is? War-

ranty,  instruct ions
We don' t  need al l  th is
stuf f  .  l 'm going to

throw it away.

l l ,  look here.  This warranty ca
says that  i t  doesn' t  cover any
mishandl ing of  the camera by the
user.  Besides,  we know next  to
not l l ing about a camera l ike th is.  I
t h ink  maybe  we  shou ld  l ook  in to

Hey !  Wa i t  a  m inu te .  .

Come on.  You've never read a
s ing le  i ns t ruc t i on  shee t  i n  a l l  t he

t ime l 've known You.

Okay.  They're pret ty short .
I  guess i t  won' t  take us very long.



Congratu la t ions on your  Pur-
chase  o f  a  Canon  AE-1 .  We
know that  you are anx ious to
star t  tak ing p ic tures wi th  i t .
Our  f i rs t  h in t  for  tak ing great
ones is to read these instruc-
t ions.  Fo l low the s teps in
order  and become wel l  ac-
quain ted wi th  the camera.
Then,  once you have a good
unde rs tand ing  o f  PART l ,
move  on  t o  PART l l .  l t  con -
ta ins a  lo t  o f  in format ion you
won' t  f  ind e lsewhere.  The
br ie f  t ime spent  in  reading
these ins t ruct ions is  a  sound
investment  in  sat is fact ion and
en joyment .

Symbols

f f iS ignals  an impor tant  DO.

@ Signats  an impor tant  DON'T.
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1. Attach the Lens

Remove the rear  lens cap by
tu rn ing  i t  i n  t he  d i r ec t i on  o f
t he  a r row  un t i l  i t  s t ops  and
p u l l i n g  i t  o u t .

To reat tach the rear  lens cap,
a l i gn  i t  w i t h  t he  l ens  as  i l -
lus t ra ted.  Then l ight ly  push
i t  i n  and  t u rn  i t  c l ockw ise  un t i l
I t  S tOpS.

Remove  the  body  cap .



To  moun t  t he  l ens ,  f i r s t  a l i gn
the  rounded red  pos i t ion ing
point  on the lens wi th the red
dot  above the  camera  mount
as  i l l u s t ra ted .

Then  tu rn  t he  l ens  i n  t he
d i rec t i on  o f  t he  a r row  un t i l
i t  s tops  and the  lens  re lease
but ton  pops  ou t  w i th  a  c l i ck .

A  l f  you r  camera  l ooks  l i ke
th is ,  w i th  a  red  do t  show-
ing  i ns i de  t he  camera
mount ,  do  no t  mount  the
lens  ye t .  F i rs t  p ress  in
the  sma l l  ch  rome but ton
as shown to re lease the
s top-down s l ide .  Then
mou n t  the  le  ns .  Leave

4 the  s top-down s l ide  as  i t  i s .

f f iWfren f i lm is  loaded,  make sure
i t  is  complete ly advanced to
the next  f  rame before mou nt-
i ng  t he  l ens .
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Remove the f  ront  lens cap.

2.Set the Lens for AE(3:J:[?:")Photography

Whi le  p ress ing  in  the  AE lock  p in ,  tu rn  the  aper tu re  r ing  in  the
d i rec t ion  o f  the  ar row unt i l  "4 "  c l i ck -s tops  a t  the  aper tu re  index .
"A"  w i l l  be  in  l ine  w i th  the  red  do t  on  the  camera .  l f  you  fo rge t
t o  do  t h i s ,  au toma t i c  exposu re  w i l l  be  imposs ib l e .

NiliT?lH
1 .  AE  pho tog raphy  i s  poss ib l e  on l y  w i t h  a  Canon  FD  l ens .  See  PART l l ,

p .24  fo r  how to  use  a  non-FD lens  on  the  AE-1  .
2 .  Some Canon FD lenses  have a  green c i rc le  in  p lace  o f  the  "  A"  mark .  l t

means the  same th  ing  as  the  "A"  mark .

To remove th e lens, tu rn i t  in
the  d i rec t ion  o f  the  ar row,
wh i le  p ress ing  the  lens  re lease
but ton ,  un t i l  i t  s tops .

anon
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Load the

Remove the v iewf inder cover
f  rom the accessory shoe.

;:ii,::j::;i;iii,:ij::ijjliji:ai::i;j:::i;::i::;f:i;ii:iti::i:i:i:iiii::tii;itir:::i;:ii:::i:

Open th e batte rY
cover usi  ng the
cove r.

Load one new battery so that
i ts  poles are in the d i  rect ions
ind ica ted  by  the  d iagram in -
s ide the bat tery chamber.

cham be r
v iewf inde r

f,,E-[

Correct Batteries Examples

S i l ve r  Ox ide  6V Eveready  (UCnR)  N o .544,
Mal lo ry  PX 28,  J IS  4G 1  3

Al  ka l  ine-manganese
6V Eve ready  (UCAR)  No .537

www.butkus.us



Inser t  the negat ive
Then push down
the posi t ive end.
chamber cover.

Press the battery check button
whi le  look ing  th rough the
viewf inder.  The meter  needle
in  the  v iewf  inder  w i l l  move.

A Don' t  touch the bat tery
po les .  Wipe them and the
camera contacts wi th a
clean,  dry c loth before
load ing  to  p revent  poor
contact  f rom di r t .

l f  the battery is good, the
meter needle wil l  rest at or be-
low the battery check index.
l f  there is not enough power,
i t  wi l l  rest  above the index.
Replace the battery.

rNilqlF
1.  Wi th  normal  use ,  the  ba t te ry  shou ld  las t  about  one

year .
2.  l t  is  necessary to take specia l  precaut ions wi th the

battery when you ar_e shoot ing in very low tempera-
tu res (below Oo C ,  32" Fl  .  See pRRT |  |  ,  p.30

end f  i rs t .
and inser t
Close the



5. Before Loading Film, Learn to Operate Basic Controls

)

Turn the shutter button lock
lever to "A".

-g:Turn 
the shut ter  but ton

lock lever  to t  '  L"  to pre-
'  vent accidenta I sh utter

re lea se o r battery d ra i  n
whenever you are not
us ing  the  camera .

Turn  the  f i lm advance lever  in
the d i rect ion of  the arrow
unt i l  i t  s tops.  You may turn i t
in  one cont inuous  s t roke  or  in
several short strokes. When
f i  I  m is  loaded,  th is  wi  |  |  ad-
vance i t  to  the next  f rame.

The AE- 1 has a two-step
sh utter button. Press i t  half  -

way to turn the meter on and
to get a meter reading in the
viewf inder.  Gent ly  squeeze i t
a l l  the  way down to re leasethe
shutter. You cannot release
the  shut te r  aga in  un t i l  the  f i lm
is advanced.

@ NEVER JAB the  shut te r  bu t ton !  Press ing  i t  gent ly  i s  im-
portant  for  get t ing sharp p ictures.

www.butkus.us



Li f t  the knur led r ing
al igned wi th the green

around the shutter speed dial and turn it unti l the ASA speed of your fi lm is
index. This is absolutely necessary for gettrng correct exposure.

l f  the  shut te r  speed d ia l  tu rnS wh i le
you are set t ing the ASA, turn i t  to
"8"  o r  "1000"  and then se t  the
ASA.

The top of  the f  i l r i
car ton f  i ts  in there.
That way we can re-
member what k ind of
f i l  m is loaded . Wh at

a conven ien t  memo
ho lde r ! uiit



7. Load the Film

P u  l l  t h e  r e w i n d  k n o b  u  p  u  n t i l

t he  back  cove r  pops  open .

A plast ic  insr  - t  is  at tached to the
pressure plate of  a new AE-1 to
protect  i t  in  t ransport .  Bef  ore
load ing  the  f i rs t  f i lm car t r idge ,  i t
is  important  to remove th is insert .
I t  may be thrown away.

The AE-1 uses color  (negat ive

or  s l ide  )  o r  b lack  and wh i te
f i lm in  s tandard  35mm car -
t r idges.  Place the car t r idge in
the  f  i lm chamber  as  shown.
Then push the rewind knob
down,  ro ta t ing  i t  un t i l  i t  d rops
in to  i t s  normal  pos i t ion .

Itiliiiriifirillliirri iiiliiiiiitii:ii,ii', i,':'. ltrii'' rlrli'.. r{rxti'i,#iifiiiii:'|i: iiirliiii'itiiidii riiiii

Pul l  the f i lm leader across the
camera and insert  i t  in to any
slot  of  the take-up spool .

Bshie ld the f i lm f rom di rect
sun l igh t  wh i le  load ing .

1 0 www.butkus.us



=j'fi

Advance the f i lm once.  Check
tha t  the  f  i lm per f  o ra t ions  are
engaged in the teeth of  the f  i lm
transport  sprocket  and the
take-u  p  spoo l .

@ Wf r l t e  l oad ing  t he  f i lm ,  t ake
care  no t  to  touch the  shut -
t e r  c u r t a i n ,  t h e  f i l m  r a i l s
or  the pressu re p late (  par ts
i n  red )  .

;:::;:!i:iii:i:l:::ii;:.j;::!j:.ni:!'.,::.ii:iiiil:iiiii:ii:ii:iiiii.ii.;.lH:|i|:ii;i:|i|:.i|:ii;j:.',|iiii.i,.::'::ri:

The f i lm shou ld  be  tau t .
cran k in th e d i rect ion of
cove r.

l f  there  is
the arrow

s lack ,
u n t i l  i t

gen t ly
sto ps .

1 1



Take several  b lank shots,  ra leasing the shut ter

and advanc ing  the  f  i lm,  un t i l  the  f  rame counter

reads  "1 "  ( t he  do t  f o l l ow ing  ze ro ) .  Wh i l e  do ing

th is ,  keep an  eye on  the  rewind  knob.  l f  i t

ro ta tes  in  the  d i rec t ion  o f  the  ar row,  the  f  i lm is

loaded cor rec t ly .

Each t ime you advance the f i lm,  the f rame

counter  a lso advances to the next  f rame. l t  can

count  up to 38 f rames.  The numbers 20 and

36 are in orange to cal l  your at tent ion to the

f act th at rol ls with those nu m bers of f  rames

are or  are a lmost  f in ished.

1 2 www.butkus.us



B. Learn to Hold the Camera Correctly

v /x) t\/\ i{l
The s l ightest  movement of  your body dur ing shut ter  re lease may
cause blur  in  the p icture.  To reduce chances of  th is ,  hold the
camera as steady as possib le wi th you r  le f t  hand su pport ing the
camera and lens.  Press both e lbows to your body and l ight ly
press the camera to your cheek or  forehead.  For a ver t ica l  shot ,
steady at least one elbow against you r body. Spread you r f  eet
s l ight ly  apart ,  one foot  ahead of  the other ,  and re lax.  l f  a  wal l  or
a t ree is  avai lable,  lean against  i t .

NF?Iil
There is ,  of  course,  no one correct  way to hold the camera.  Exper iment to f ind the
most comfortable way for  you of  hold ing i t  s teady.  l t  may help to pract ice in
front  of  a mirror .

,ft
' ! .+' i, i

1 3



9. One Shot at a Time

Set a shut ter  speed bY turn ing
the  shu t t e r  speed  d ia l  un t i l
a  number  f rom 60 to  1000 is
a l i gned  w i t h  t he  i ndex .

Then look  in to  the  v iew '
f  inder  and press  the  shut te r
but ton HALFWAY. The meter
need le  w i l l  move to  te l l  You
whether the sh ut ter  sPeed You
have set  wi l l  g ive correct  ex-
posu re.

l f  the meter  needle Points
to the red zone at the top of
the scale or  i f  the red LED
(L igh t -Em i t t i ng  D iode )  U t i nks
below the scale,  turn the shut-
ter  speed dia l  as shown. Other-
wise,  exposure wi l l  be correct
at the shutter sPeed You have
set.

A Do not  set  the shut ter  speed dia l  between the c l ick-stop set-
t ings .  Note  tha t  i t  does  no t  tu rn  pas t  "1000"  o r  "8"  .

Nriql!
See PART I  l ,  p .14 ,  i f  you  must  se t  the  shut te r  speed d ia l  to  a  number
be low "60" .  l f  ac t ion  is  a  par t i cu la r ly  impor tan t  e lement  in  the  shot ,  you
may w ish  to  re fe r  to  PART l l ,  p .13 ,  fo r  more  in fo rmat ion  on  choos ing  a
shutter  speed.

500 |  000
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Compose the
poss ib le .  Turn

p ictu re .  Ce nte r
t he  f  ocus ing  r i ng

your  sub jec t  in  the  v iewf inder  i f
un t i l  t he  ma in  sub jec t  i s  sha rp .

Press  the  shut te r  bu t ton  a l l  the
way down to take the p icture.

Nifi?Er
l f  t he re  i s  l i gh t ,  such  as  t he  sun  o r
a window, behind your subiect ,
press the backl ight  contro l  swi tch
as you press th e sh utter button .
S e e  P A R T  l l ,  p . 2 O .

Must be Eyecup 45.  I  t r ied at tach-
ing i t  to the eyepiece and i t  made

viewing lots more comfortable.

1 5



Roll,
',.i:it'i,;:,;;:i!'iir,iri":itji:i:ri;,it'it,l

@:

You can te l l  you have reached
the  e  nd  o f  the  f  i lm by  the
f rame  coun te r  and  t he  f i lm
advance  l eve r .  E i t he r  t he  f i lm
advance I  ever wi  |  |  n  of  tu rn
a t  a l l  o r  i t  w i l l  no t  t u  r n  a l l  t he
way.  F  i rs t  p ress  in  the  rewind
but ton .  You may immedia te ly
let  go of  i t .

Then tu rn  the  rewind  c rank  in
the d i  rect ion of  the a r row u nt i  I
the f  ra me cou nter ,  wh ich
counts backwards as you re-
w ind ,  reaches  "S" .

Then open the back cover, re-
move the  f  i lm car t r idge ,  p lace
i t  back  in  i t s  can is te r  and have
i t  developed as soon as pos-
s i  b l e .

Nh?EI
The rewind but ton rotates as you
rew ind  t he  f i lm .  When  t he  f i lm
is completely rewound, i t  s tops
rotat ing.

A DO NOT open the back cover unt i l  you have rewound the f  i lm
back  in to  the  car t r idge .  l f  you  do ,  l igh t  fa l l ing  on  the  f i lm
may ru in  a l l  o f  the  p ic tu res .

1 6 www.butkus.us



* Dedicated Flash

Load the
and  s l i de
accesso ry
l ock  nu t .

f lash  w i th  ba t te r ies
i t  i n t o  t he  AE-1 ' s

shoe.  T igh ten  the

Turn  the  Speed l i te 's  ASA f i lm
speed dia l  to the correct  ASA
speed and push the aperture
select ion swi tch to t i re green
or  red  ' t  A"  pos i t ion .

Tu rn th e Speed I i te's ma i n
swi tch  oN.  A f te r  the  p i lo t
lamp g lows,  p ress  the  shut te r
but ton to take the p icture.

EUE
Can on off ers f ou r Speed I i tes ( 1 33A,
155A,  177A,  199A)  fo r  the  AE-1  .
With s l ight  d i f ferences,  a l l  four are
used in a lmost  the same way.  See
PART l l ,  p .33 ,  and the  Speed l i te 's
instruct ions for  more detai ls .

g Make sure the AE-1 's  shut-
ter speed dial  is not on
"8". Any other sett ing
is o kay.

For correct  exposure,  the subject  must  be wi th in a cer ta in
range of  d is tances f rom the camera.  The required d istance
range is  shown on the f lash by the curve which is  the same
color  as the set t ing of  the aperture select ion swi tch.  Af ter  you
focus ,  check  the  lens 'd is tance sca le  to  make sure  the  focused
distance is  wi th in the range shown by the curve.

'g

a Do not  shoot  be fore  the  p i lo t  lamp
rncorrect .

g lows or  exposure may be

1 7



*Self-Timer

Advance the  f i lm to  the  nex t
f rame.

lg Use the v iewf inder cover
to cover the eyepiece
whenever your eye is  not
to i t  a t  the moment You
take a  shot .  l f  i t  i s  un-
covered,  s t ray l ight  enter-
ing  f  rom th  e  rear  may
cause u nderexposu re.

1 8

Push the  se l f - t imer  lever  fo r -
ward  to  uncover  the  se l f - t imer
l a m p .

@ fne  AE-1  se ts  the  ex-
posu re the moment You
press the sh ut ter  but ton.
Do not  s tand in f ront  of
t he  l ens  wh i l e  p ress ing  t he
but ton or  exposu re may
be incorrect .

To star t  the sel f  - t imer,  Press
the  shut te r  bu t ton .  The se l f -
t i m e r  l a m p  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  b l i n k .
When  i t  s t ops  b l i nk i ng  t en
seconds la te r ,  the  shut te r  w i l l
be  re leased au tomat ica l l y .

Nif!{?t
Fol lowing  exposure ,  un less  you
want to use the sel f - t imer for  the
next  f rame, reset  the sel f - t imer
lgvgr  to  "A"  o r  "L"  .

www.butkus.us



*Pre- Shooting Checklist

Lens Set t ing?

ASA Setting?

Bbtter'y?

F ilm Adrrance?



O h ,  n o !  l a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  t h e
se l f - t imer  and I  wanted  to  s top  i t  so
I  j us t  pushed  t he  l eve r  back  i n ,  bu t
as  soon as  I  d id  tha t ,  the  shut te r

re leased.

You ' re  go ing  to  have d
great  p ic tu re of  an
empty  cha i r !  T ry  p ress-
ing  the  ba t te ry  check

but ton  nex t  t ime.

l f  you  have s ta r ted  the  se l f  -
t ime r  and  w i sh  t o  cance l  i t
be fore  shut te r  re lease,  p ress  the
bat te ry  check  bu t ton .

1 9
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*Carrying the Camera

Th read the ends of  th e st rap
th rough  the  r i ngs  on  t he
camera  as  shown.

tittiXtuilii*it

Fo r  car ry  ing  the  came ra ,  in
pa r t i cu la r ,  i nse r t  i t  i n t o  i t s
semi -hard  case (op t iona l  acces-
sory  )  as  shown.  You can s t i l l
take  a  p ic tu re  wh i le  the  camera
is  in  the  case by  tu rn ing  the
top  cover  down.

To remove the top cover,  turn
i t  down,  then push i t  s t ra igh t
up  and  ou t .  Tu rn  t he  l ens '
f ocus ing  r i ng  t o  i n f i n i t y  ( * )
f  o r  c los ing  the  top  cover .

rSFItF
1. Do not  forget  to turn the shut ter  but ton lock lever to "L"  to prevent accidental  shut ter  re lease whi le carry ing

the camera,
2.  The camera case must be removed for  loading and rewinding f i lm.

20
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